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Coming to England  
Floella Benjamin  
 

When Floella Benjamin first came to England from Trinidad in the early sixties, she hadn't 
seen her parents for fifteen months. At first, her joy at being reunited with her mother 
overcomes the shock at her new surroundings in cold, noisy London but when she starts 
school she is upset by the taunting and rejection she faces. Determined to survive, Floella 
realizes that the only way is to be twice as good as everyone else. 

 
 

 

 

The Arrival  
Shaun Tan  
 

What drives so many to leave everything behind and journey alone to a mysterious country, 
a place without family or friends, where everything is nameless and the future is unknown? 
This silent graphic novel is the story of every migrant, every refugee, every displaced person, 
and a tribute to all those who have made the journey. THE ARRIVAL has become one of the 
most critically acclaimed books of recent years, a wordless masterpiece that describes a 
world beyond any familiar time or place.  

 
 

 

The Hobbit 
J.R.R. Tolkien 
 

The Hobbit is the unforgettable story of Bilbo, a peace-loving hobbit, who embarks on a 
strange and magical adventure. A timeless classic. Bilbo Baggins enjoys a quiet and 
contented life, with no desire to travel far from the comforts of home; then one day the 
wizard Gandalf and a band of dwarves arrive unexpectedly and enlist his services – as a 
burglar – on a dangerous expedition to raid the treasure-hoard of Smaug the dragon. Bilbo’s 
life is never to be the same again.  

 
 

 

Friend or Foe  
Michael Morpurgo  
 

Evacuated from London, David and Tucky feel like the war is a long way away from their new 
life in the countryside. Then one night the skyline of the moor is lit up with gun flashes, and 
the distant crump of bombing miles away brings the war back to them and shatters their 
new-found peace. When a German bomber crashes, the boys feel they should hate the 
airmen inside. But one of them saves David's life... 
 
 

 
 

 

Goodnight Mr Tom 
Michelle Magorian  
 

The gruff and surly Mr Thomas Oakley is less than pleased when he is landed with a scrawny 
little city boy as a guest, but because it is compulsory that each villager takes in an evacuee 
he reluctantly agrees. It soon becomes obvious to Mister Tom that young Willie Beech is 
hiding something, and as the pair begin to form an unlikely bond and Willie grows in stature 
and in confidence he begins to forget the past. But when he has to return to war-torn 
London… 

 
  



 

 
 

Return of the Indian in the Cupboard  
Lynne Reid Banks  
 

Omri has never forgotten Little Bull though, and finally yields to the temptation to see his 
tiny blood brother again. But when the cupboard door opens, Little Bull is slumped, 
unconscious, over his horse, two bullet wounds in his back. As Omri tries to help him, he 
faces the terrifying responsibility of power, the power of life and death…  

 

 

 
 

Hostage  
Malorie Blackman   
 

Blindfolded. Alone. Afraid. No idea where she is or what will happen next. The only thing 
Angela knows is that she's been kidnapped. Does she have the courage to escape? Will she 
ever see her father again? Thrilling adventure from a highly acclaimed author. 
 

 
 

 

Peace Maker  
Malorie Blackman  
 

Michela knows the law - everyone must wear a Peace Maker device at all times, and it must 
never be tampered with. Non-aggression is her society's founding principle, and the Peace 
Maker the means by which is it enforced. But Michela is desperate to experience the full 
range of human emotions in her own fantasy world of books and games, and the Peace 
Maker is the only thing stopping her. And when her mother captains their ship into enemy 
airspace and they come under attack, it seems that Michela's freedom from the Peace 
Maker may be the only thing that can save them. 
 

 

 

Clockwork 
Phillip Pullman   
 

A tormented apprentice clock-maker, a deadly mechanical knight in armour - and the 
sinister Dr Kalmenius, who some say is the devil ... Wind up these characters, fit them into a 
story on a cold winter's evening, with the snow swirling down, and suddenly life and the 
story begin to merge in a peculiarly macabre - and unstoppable - way.  
 

Almost like clockwork ... 
 

 

 
 

Secret of the Indian  
Lynne Reid Banks  

 
Who would believe that a plastic toy American Indian and a plastic toy cowboy can come to 
life? When Omri’s friend Patrick goes back in time to the Wild West, keeping the secret safe 
becomes even more difficult for Omri… 

 

 

 
 

The Eddie Dickens Trilogy  
Philip Ardagh  
 

The three books, in order, are Awful End, Dreadful Acts, and Terrible Times tell the story of 
Eddie Dickens in a series of strange adventures. 
 

 

 

 

Carrie’s War  
Nina Bawden  
 

Set in WW2, Carrie and her little brother are evacuated to Wales and billeted at the home of 
the bullying Mr Evans and his timid sister Lou. Unhappy at home, they love visiting fellow 
evacuee, Albert, at the farm of Druid's Bottom. Here they meet Hepzibah Green, who knows 
magical stories, and Mister Johnny, who speaks a language all his own. But then things go 
wrong and Carrie takes things into her own hands - without guessing the awful 
consequences. 
 



 

 
 

The Boyhood of Burglar Bill  
Alan Ahlberg  

 
Coronation Year, 1953, and in Oldbury a Coronation football competition is organized. The 
boys from the bottom pitch get a team up, but there's no chance they'll win, of course. 

 

 

 

Redwall  
Brian Jacques  
 

Redwall Abbey, tranquil home to a community of peace-loving mice is threatened by Cluny 
the Scourge - the evil-one-eyed rat warlord - and his battle-hardened horde of predators. 
Cluny is certain that Redwall will fall easily to his fearsome army but he hasn't bargained for 
the courage and strength of the combined forces of the Redwall mice and their loyal 
woodland friends… 
 

 

 
 

Boy  
Roald Dahl  

 
The remarkable story of Roald Dahl's early years at school and with his family. Like his 
stories, Dahl's childhood tales are unmissable. 

 

 

 
 

The Tulip Touch  
Anne Fine 

 
Nobody wants Tulip in their gang. She skives off school, cheeks the teachers and makes 
herself unpopular with her classmates by telling awful lies. None of this matters to Natalie 
who finds Tulip exciting… 

 

 

 

Arthur – The Seeing Stone  
Kevin Crossley Holland   

 
Young Arthur de Caldicott is anxious to grow up, spread his wings and become a knight. But 
for now he must content himself with the life he has in the bosom off his family and friends. 
One day one of these friends, the old and mysterious Merlin, gives Arthur a special stone, 
and from that moment his life becomes entwined with that of King Arthur himself... 

 
 

 
 

Ingo  
Helen Dunmore 

 
Set in Cornwall, Ingo is the story of Sapphire and her brother Conor, and what happens to 
them after their father mysteriously disappears at sea. Sapphire still thinks her father is 
alive. Somewhere. She remembers stories he used to tell her about a Mer creature who fell 
in love with a human, but could not come to live with him in the dry air… 

 

 

 

Room 13  
Robert Swindells   

  
Somebody was in there. Somebody - or something . . . There is no room thirteen in the 
creepy Crow's Nest Hotel, where Fliss and her friends are staying on a school trip. Or is 
there? For at the stroke of midnight, something peculiar happens to the door of the linen 
cupboard next to room l2. And something is happening to Ellie-May Sunderland, too - 
something very sinister… 

 



 

 

 

Children of Green Knowe  
Lucy Boston   

 
As young Toseland goes to live with his grandmother in the family's ancestral home, the 
reader is plunged immediately into the world of Green Knowe. Like Toseland, who actually 
rows up to his new home in the midst of a flood, we have a hard time finding our bearings. 
Toseland discovers a funny kind of grandmother awaiting him--one who speaks elliptically of 
the children and animals she keeps around the house. 

 

 

 

 

The Boy in the Dress  
David Walliams   

 
Dennis was different. Why was he different, you ask? Well, a small clue might be in the title 
of this book… 

 

 
 

 

 

Lily Alone  
Jacqueline Wilson  

 
Lily isn't home ALONE - but she sort of wishes she was; looking after her three younger 
siblings is a lot of responsibility. When Mum goes off on holiday with her new boyfriend and 
her stepdad fails to show up, Lily is determined to keep the family together and show they 
can cope without any grown-ups. But taking care of 6-year-old twins, her 3-year-old sister 
and the family's flat feels overwhelming and Lily is worried that school or social services 
might discover their situation and break up the family. What could be better than to take all 
the little ones for a camping adventure in the park? Plenty of space to run about, no carpet 
to vacuum, and surely no chance anyone will guess they're there. 

 
 
 
 

 

A Year Without Autumn  
Liz Kessler   

 
If you could see into the future - would you look? Jenni Green doesn't have a choice. On her 
way to visit her best friend, Autumn, Jenni suddenly finds she's been transported exactly 
one year forward in time. Now she discovers that in the year that's gone by, tragedy has 
struck and her friendship with Autumn will never be the same again. But what caused the 
tragedy? How did Jenni skip a year? And can she find her way back to the past to try to 
change what lies ahead? With humour - and her customary light touch - the author of the 
EMILY WINDSNAP books plays a fascinating game with time, and explores the changes that 
take place in friendships and families in the aftermath of a disaster. 

 
 
 

 

What Are We Fighting For? 
Brian Moses & Roger Stevens 

 
What Are We Fighting For? explores the concept of war in a brilliantly accessible way for 
younger readers. Fascinating and moving in equal measure, there are poems about 
incredibly brave dogs, cats and pigeons; the Christmas truce of WWI when soldiers played 
football in No Man's Land; poems about rationing and what it was like to be an evacuee, 
poems about modern warfare and the reality of war today; plus lots of amazing true 
historical facts. 

 
  



 
 
 

 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix  
J.K. Rowling  

 
Dumbledore lowered his hands and surveyed Harry through his half-moon glasses. 'It is 
time,' he said, 'for me to tell you what I should have told you five years ago, Harry. Please sit 
down. I am going to tell you everything.' Harry Potter is due to start his fifth year at 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. He is desperate to get back to school and find 
out why his friends Ron and Hermione have been so secretive all summer. However, what 
Harry is about to discover in his new year at Hogwarts will turn his whole world  upside 
down ... 

 
 
 
 

 

Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince  
J.K. Rowling   

 
'In a brief statement on Friday night, Minister for Magic Cornelius Fudge confirmed that He 
Who Must Not Be Named has returned to this country and is once more active. "It is with 
great regret that I must confirm that the wizard styling himself Lord - well, you know who I 
mean - is alive and among us again," said Fudge.' These dramatic words appeared in the 
final pages of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. In the midst of this battle of good 
and evil, Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince takes up the story of Harry Potter's sixth 
year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, with Voldemort's power and followers 
increasing day by day ... 

 
 
 

 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows  
J.K. Rowling   
 

'His hand closed automatically around the fake Horcrux, but in spite of everything, in spite of 
the dark and twisting path he saw stretching ahead for himself, in spite of the final meeting 
with Voldemort he knew must come, whether in a month, in a year, or in ten, he felt his 
heart lift at the thought that there was still one last golden day of peace left to enjoy with 
Ron and Hermione.' With these words Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince draws to a 
close. And here, in this seventh and final book, Harry discovers what fate truly has in store 
for him as he inexorably makes his way to that final meeting with Voldemort. 
 

 

 

The Diary of a Young Girl  
Anne Frank  
 

Anne Frank kept a diary from 1942 to 1944. Initially she wrote it strictly for herself. Then, 
one day in 1944, a member of the Dutch government in exile announced in a radio 
broadcast from London that after the war he hoped to collect eyewitness accounts of the 
suffering of the Dutch people under the German occupation, which could be made available 
to the public. As an example, he specially mentioned letters and diaries. Anne Frank decided 
that when the war was over, she would publish a book based on her diary. Anne's diary ends 
abruptly when she and her family were betrayed. 

 

 
 

 

The Donut Diaries  
Anthony McGowan  
 

Dermot Milligan's got problems. He's overweight and hooked on donuts. He has a pushy, 
over-achieving mother, and a father who spends all his time hiding in the loo. His sisters, 
Ruby and Ella (known as Rubella) attack him relentlessly from the opposite directions of 
Chav and Goth. And now, he's being sent to a nutritionist, Doctor Morlock, who looks like a 
Dementor from Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows. This diary is Doc Morlock's idea. Not 
only does Dermot have to write down how many donuts he eats, but also - and this is the 
really rubbish part - he has to talk about HIS FEELINGS! But things are about to get even 
worse - he's being separated from his friends and sent to St Michael's, a posh school where 
he just knows he's going to stick out like a sore thumb. A sore thumb with a weight 
problem… 
 



 

 
 

 

The Incredible Luck of Alfie Pluck  
Jamie Rix   
 

What do a worried prime minister, a chicken dropped from a skyscraper window, a bully 
called Fox and an alien invasion have in common? All are ingredients in Jamie Rix's riotous 
new stand-alone novel for the 9-12 age group. Alfie Pluck is the unluckiest boy alive - until 
he unwittingly eats the chicken which contains the highly-sought-after luck gene. Once his 
secret is exposed, no end of people want the gene for their own devious deeds and crackpot 
schemes. And Alfie is on the run. But there's more than one kind of luck, and Alfie's escape 
from his pursuers is a hilarious roller coaster of good fortune and bad. 

 
 

 
 

The Story of Matthew Buzzington  
Andy Stanton  

 
Matthew Buzzington has a special secret power - he can turn into a fly. Only problem is, it 
doesn't work! The school bully's making his life a misery - can he summon up his powers to 
take revenge? Hilarious comedy from the hugely successful author of the Mr Gum books. 

 

 

 
 

The Time Travelling Cat and the Great Victorian Stink  
Julia Jarman  

 
Topher's amazing cat, Ka, has time-travelled again; she has left him the clue: CAppeLLis. 
Following her, Topher finds himself in Victorian London where disease is rife and the 
Thames is clogged with stinking sewage! Topher discovers a plot to kill Joseph Bazalgette, 
the man who is trying to save the city. Determined to foil it, Topher must first escape from 
an arch-criminal and his den of thieves. 
 

 

 

The Boy Who Lost His Face  
Louis Sachar  
 

CURSED! David was only trying to be cool when he helped some other boys steal an old 
lady's cane. But when the plan backfires, he is the one whom she 'curses'. Now David can't 
seem to do anything right. The cool kids taunt him and his only friends are weirdos. He even 
walks into Spanish class with his fly unzipped! And when he finally gets his nerve up to ask 
out a cute girl, his trousers fall down midway! But is this the curse at work or is David 
turning into a total loser? 

 
 
 

 

The Adventures of the New Cut Gang 
Phillip Pullman  
 

Thunderbolt, Benny, Bridie and Sharky Bob are a mixed bunch of vagabonds and urchins 
who come together to form the New Cut Gang in two comic tales of stolen silver, 
skulduggery and desperadoes. Fake coins are turning up all over Lambeth and the finger of 
suspicion is pointing at Thunderbolt's dad - could he really be the forger? The crime-busting 
New Cut Gang come to the rescue! And when just two clues - a blob of wax and a Swedish 
match - are discovered at the scene of a break-in, the children find themselves on the trail of 
an extremely cunning criminal.  
 

 

 
 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing  
Judy Blume   
 

Peter thinks he has the world's biggest problem - his little brother Fudge. Fudge causes 
trouble wherever he goes and it's usually up to Peter to sort out the mess. When Peter wins 
a tiny green turtle called Dribble he's determined to keep it away from his brother. But 
when Fudge does get his hands on Dribble - disaster strikes! 

 



 

 

Aquila  
Andrew Norriss  

 
It's a spaceship from the past - can it change the future? Aquila has been found by boys 
bunking off a geography field trip. They have no idea where it came from or what it does. 
But Geoff's discovered that when you sit in it these little coloured lights come on, and if you 
push one of the big blue ones . . . WHOOSH! 

 

 

 

 

Real Life Stories: Professor Brian Cox – Science Becomes Cool 
 
Brian Cox, star scientist! The professor of particle physics is probably best known for his 
hugely popular BBC programmes about our solar system and the universe. But did you know 
that he is also a member of the chart-topping pop group D:Ream and that he got a D in his 
maths A level? 

 

 
 

 
 

Real Life Stories: Malorie Blackman – A Story Telling Sensation  
  

This 32-page book is a superb introduction to the life of Children’s Laureate Malorie 
Blackman. The 12 two-page chapters each cover a different stage in her life and career, from 
her parents’ arrival in England in 1960, two years before her birth, to her current place as 
one of Britain’s leading writers of children’s fiction. 

 

 

 

Real Life Stories: David Walliams – A Comic Genius  
 
Find out all about one of Britain's most popular and best-loved comedians. David Williams is 
a multi-talented star, a successful children's book author, a famous comedy actor, and star 
of the smash-hit TV show, Britain's Got Talent. Discover how David began his comic career, 
where he finds inspiration for his hilarious children's books, his important charity work and 
what the future could hold for this talented funny man. 

 
 
 

 

Framed 
Frank Cottrell Boyce  
 

Dylan is the only boy living in the tiny Welsh town of Manod. His parents run the Snowdonia 
Oasis Auto Marvel garage - and when he's not trying to persuade his sisters to play football, 
Dylan is in charge of the petrol log. And that means he gets to keep track of everyone 
coming in and out of Manod - what car they drive, what they're called, even their favourite 
flavour of crisps. But when a mysterious convoy of lorries trundles up the misty 
mountainside towards an old, disused mine, even Dylan is confounded. Who are these 
people - and what have they got to hide? 

 
 
 

 

My Name is Mina  
David Almond  
 

There's an empty notebook lying on the table in the moonlight. It's been there for an age. I 
keep on saying that I'll write a journal. So I'll start right here, right now. I open the book and 
write the very first words: My name is Mina and I love the night. Then what shall I write? I 
can't just write that this happened then this happened then this happened to boring 
infinitum. I'll let my journal grow just like the mind does, just like a tree or a beast does, just 
like life does. Why should a book tell a tale in a dull straight line? And so Mina writes and 
writes in her notebook, and here is her journal, Mina's life in Mina's own words: her stories 
and dreams, experiences and thoughts, her scribblings and nonsense, poems and songs. Her 
vivid account of her vivid life. 

 
  



 
 

 

Trash  
Andy Mulligan  
 

Raphael is a dumpsite boy. He spends his days wading through mountains of steaming trash, 
sifting it, sorting it, breathing it, sleeping next to it. Then one unlucky-lucky day, Raphael's 
world turns upside down. A small leather bag falls into his hands. It's a bag of clues. It's a bag 
of hope. It's a bag that will change everything. Soon Raphael and his friends Gardo and Rat 
are running for their lives. Wanted by the police, it takes all their quick-thinking and fast-
talking to stay ahead. As the net tightens, they uncover a dead man's mission to put right a 
terrible wrong. And now it's three street boys against the world... 
 

 

 

 

The Star of Kazan  
Eva Ibbotson  

 
In 1896, in a pilgrim church in the Alps, an abandoned baby girl is found by a cook and a 
housemaid. They take her home, and Annika grows up in the servants' quarters of a house 
belonging to three eccentric Viennese professors. She is happy there but dreams of the day 
when her real mother will come to find her 

 
 

 

The Midnight Zoo  
Sonya Hartnett   

 
World War II, Eastern Europe: Tomas and his younger brother, Andrej, have fled their 
Romany encampment which has been besieged by the Germans; they carry Wilma, their 
baby sister, in a sack. In an abandoned, bombed-out town, the children discover a zoo. In it 
are a wolf and an eagle, a monkey, bear, lioness, seal, chamois and llama. The animals tell 
their stories to the children as they try to begin to understand what has become of their 
lives and, when they try to figure out a way to release the animals, what it means to be free. 
 

 

 

Running for Gold  
Owen Slot  
 

Everyone knows Danny Powell was born to run. But no one knows Danny dreams of beating 
the fastest man on the planet. Until one day Danny accidentally lets it slip, and that's it. His 
ambition is out there - and everyone's laughing at him. Except, what if Danny could be the 
next 100m world champion? With the Olympic Games on his doorstep, there's only one way 
to find out. Will Danny's family and friends cheer him over that finishing line - and watch his 
dream come true? 
 

 

 

Foul Play  
Tom Palmer  
 

Danny is obsessed with two things: football - especially City Football Club - and investigating 
crimes. So when England and City footballing hero Sam Roberts is reported missing the day 
after Danny saw him being taken, blindfolded, into the bowels of the City FC stadium late at 
night, he's determined to get to the bottom of it. But is Danny getting into something he 
can't handle? 

 

 

 

Becky Bananas  
Jean Ure  

 
Becky Bananas is eleven years, nine months, three days and fourteen hours old and her 
great ambitions are:  

•To visit the world-famous Wonderland theme park  
•To star on the TV programme This Is Your Life  
•To become a famous dancer  
•And to be twelve... 

 
 



 

 
 

Black Hearts in Battersea  
Joan Aiken  

 
Simon, coming to London to study painting with his old friend Dr Field, finds he has vanished 
without trace. Determined to discover what lies behind his disappearance, Simon is trapped 
in a fiendish plot. Why has his landlord got guns in his cellar and how does one deal with his 
irrepressible daughter, Dido . . .? 

 

 
 

 

 

The Boy in the Tower  
Polly Ho-Yen   

 
When they first arrived, they came quietly and stealthily as if they tip-toed into the world 
when we were all looking the other way. Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From 
his window, he feels like he can see the whole world stretching out beneath him. His mum 
doesn’t really like looking outside – but it’s going outside that she hates. She’s happier 
sleeping all day inside their tower, where it’s safe. But one day, other tower blocks on the 
estate start falling down around them and strange, menacing plants begin to appear. Now 
their tower isn’t safe anymore. Ade and his mum are trapped and there’s no way out… 

 
 

 
 

Skellig  
David Almond  

 
Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated old house, 
Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is something like a bird 
and something like an angel... 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Fireweed 
Jill Paton Walsh   

 
Bill is a fifteen-year-old runaway evacuee, and he's finding that surviving on the streets of 
London is pretty easy, thank you very much. He's fed by a local cafe owner, he earns some 
cash as a barrow-boy in Covent Garden, and sleeping in the Underground air-raid shelters is 
cosy - if a bit smelly. Things get more complicated for Bill with the arrival of Julie. She's a 
runaway too, and although she's a bit posh, she's just as determined as Bill to stay free of 
interfering parents and 'the social'. But although it's fun for a while to duck Jerry missiles 
and camp out in bombed-out houses, the reality of living through the Blitz quickly begins to 
set in. Winter is coming, and Bill and Julie will discover that playing at being grown-ups can 
be a very dangerous game.... 

 
 

 
 

River Boy  
Tim Bowler   

 
Fifteen-year-old Jess's grandfather has just had a major heart attack, but he insists he finish 
his painting, River Boy. At first, Jess cannot understand why this painting is so important to 
her grandfather, especially since there doesn't seem to be any boy in it at all. But while 
swimming in the river herself, Jess begins to feel the presence of a strange boy. Could this 
be the same one her ailing grandfather struggles to paint? And if so, why has he returned? 

 

 


