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Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book?  
Lauren Child  

 
Now if you were going to fall into a book, a book of fairy tales would probably not be your 
first choice. Because in every story there is always a wicked this, an evil that or a hungry 
somebody. It could only happen to Herb, child star of that thrilling tale, Beware of the 
Storybook Wolves. 
 

 
 

Tuesday 
David Wiesner  

 
In this ingenious and imaginative - nearly wordless - picture book, frogs in a pond lift off on 
their lily pads and fly to a nearby town where they zoom through a woman's living room, 
encounter a dog playing in his yard, and distract a bathrobe-clad citizen from his midnight 
snack. Who knows what will happen next Tuesday? 
 

 
 

Grace and Family 
Mary Hoffman and Caroline Binch 

 
To Grace, Family has always meant her Ma, Her Nana and her cat, Paw-Paw. So when Papa 
invites her to visit him in the Gambia, she dreams of finding the kind of family that is 
idealised in stories. But, as Grace soon finds out, families are what you make them. 
 

 

 
Meerkat Mail 
Emily Gravett 

 
Sunny the meerkat lives with his enormous family in the Kalahari desert. They are all very 
close . . . so close, in fact, that one day Sunny decides it's just too crowded and packs his 
bags. He's off to visit his mongoose cousins. But from the watery world of the Marsh 
Mongoose to the nocturnal lifestyle of the Malagasy Mongoose, Sunny just doesn't fit in. 
And who's that shadowy figure who seems to be following him around? 

 
 

 
 

The Flower 
John Light 

 
Brigg lives in a small, grey room in a large, grey city. When he finds a book in the library 
labelled ‘Do Not Read’, he cannot resist taking it home. In it, he comes upon pictures of 
bright, vibrant objects called flowers. He cannot find flowers anywhere in the city, but 
stumbles instead on a packet of seeds. This sets off a chain of events which bring about 
unexpected results, continuing to grow and bloom even after we have turned the last page. 
 
 

 
 

 

Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets 
Tony Ross 
 

"Good morning, class. Today we are going to learn about Earthlets." 
In this way Dr Xargle, our friendly alien teacher, begins to teach his class about humans and 
babies. This is a hysterically funny book, with a particularly wry look at the way we bring up 
babies: look out for the 'egg-mangle' - will you ever want to eat egg again? 
 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Meerkat-Mail-Emily-Gravett/dp/1509836136/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=meerkat+mail&qid=1557743770&s=gateway&sr=8-1


  

 
The Puffin book of Fantastic First Poems 
June Crebbin 
 

A truly lovely collection of all-time favourite poems. Themes covered, such as mealtimes, 
playtime, animals, family and bedtime, really appeal to young readers. A great first poetry 
book; the poems span time, from Robert Louis Stevenson and Walter de la Mare right up to 
date with Roger McGough and Michael Rosen.  
 
 

 

 
Pirate School: Just a Bit of Wind 
Jeremy Strong 

 
It's the first day at PIRATE SCHOOL for Ziggy, Smudge, Carkella and Flo and they have lots of 
new things to contend with. Their headteacher is the scary Patagonia Clasterbotton and 
they have to take lessons include walking the plank and hand-to-hand fighting. When out 
on the pirate ship a storm blows up, resulting in the children having to rescue Patagonia 
when she's swept overboard, and they learn that really Patagonia is not so scary after all! 
 

 
 

Mr Wobble the Waitress 
Janet and Allan Ahlberg  

 
Mrs Wobble LOVES her job as a waitress but, oh dear, there's one big problem - she 
wobbles!! And when she wibbles and wobbles and drops jelly everywhere, it's time for a 
new job! Luckily, Mr Wobble, and all the Wobble children have a cunning plan . . . 
 

 
 

The Diary of a Killer Cat 
Anne Fine 

Poor Ellie is horrified when Tuffy drags a dead bird into the house. Then a mouse. But 
Tuffy can't understand what all the fuss is about.  Who on earth will be the next victim to 
arrive through the cat-flap? Can soft-hearted Ellie manage to get her beloved pet to 
change his wild, wild ways before he ends up in even deeper trouble? 

 
 

 
 

Little Wolf’s Book of Badness 
Ian Whybrow 
 

All Little Wolf wants to do is stay at home with Mum and Dad and Baby brother Smellybreff. 
Instead he’s packed off to Cunning College to learn the 9 Rules of Badness and earn his Gold 
BAD Badge from his wicked Uncle Big bad. He sets off on his journey, sending letters home 
as he adventures in the big wide world. 
 

 

 
 

The Adventures of Captain Underpants 
Dav Pikey 
 

When naughty George and Harold hypnotise their head teacher, they accidentally create 
the greatest superhero in the history of their school -- Captain Underpants! His true identity 
is so secret that even HE doesn't know who he is... but he's fighting for truth, justice, and all 
things pre-shrunk and cottony!! 
 
 

 
 

The Snow Lady 
Shirley Hughes 

Sam loves playing in Trotter Street with her dog Mick and her friend Barney, despite Mrs 
Dean's complaining. "Mrs Mean", Barney calls her - and that's what he writes by the snow 
lady that they build in front of her house on Christmas Eve. But what if Mrs Dean isn't as 
cold-hearted as she seems? 

 



 

 
Emily Brown and the Thing 
Cressida Cowell 
 

In this warm-hearted and witty take on a classic theme - being scared of the dark - Emily 
and Stanley find a 'Thing' crying outside their window. They embark on a series of 
adventures to find everything he needs for a good night's sleep . . . but nothing seems to 
work. What is troubling the Thing, and why can't he get to sleep? 
 

 

 
Fantastic Mr Fox 
Roald Dahl 

Boggis is an enormously fat chicken farmer who only eats boiled chickens 
smothered in fat. Bunce is a duck-and-goose farmer whose dinner gives him a 
beastly temper. Bean is a turkey-and-apple farmer who only drinks gallons of 
strong cider. Mr Fox is so clever that every evening he creeps down into the valley 
and helps himself to food from their farms - and those GHASTLY farmers can't 
catch him! Now the farmers have hatched a plan to BANG-BANG-BANG shoot Mr 
Fox dead! But, just when they think Mr Fox can't possibly escape, he makes a 
FANTASTIC plan of his own . . . 

 

 
Pumpkin Soup 
Helen Cooper 

 
Cat, Duck and Squirrel live in an old white cabin, with a pumpkin patch in the garden. Every 
day Cat slices up some pumpkin, Squirrel stirs in some water and Duck tips in some salt to 
make perfect pumpkin soup... until the day Duck wants to do the stirring...  
A funny, rhythmical story about friendship and sharing. 
 

 

 
Flat Stanley 
Jeff Brown 
 

Stanley Lambchop was just an ordinary boy – until a noticeboard fell on him. Now 
he’s flat as a pancake! Being flat is fantastic – he can be rolled up, sent in the post 
and even fly like a kite. But it’s not all fun and games . . . there are thieves in town. 
Can Flat Stanley be a hero?  
 

 

 
 

The Giraffe, the Pelly and Me 
Roald Dahl 

 
Billy's biggest wish is to turn a weird old wooden house into a wonderful sweet-shop. But 
then he finds a giraffe, a pelly and a monkey living inside - they're the Ladderless Window-
Cleaning Company! Who needs ladders when you've got a giraffe? They become best friends 
and when they meet the richest man in all of England, there's a chance that Billy's 
scrumptious-galumptious dream just might come true . . . 
 

 
 

The Hodgeheg 
Dick King-Smith 

Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice little home, but it's on the 
wrong side of the road from the Park where there's a beautiful lily pond and plenty 
of juicy slugs, worms and snails! The busy road is dangerous but Max is determined 
to make his way across. If humans can do it, why can't hedgehogs? His first 
attempt ends in a nasty bump on the head and, when Max tries to speak, he 
realises his words are all mixed up. He is no longer a hedgehog but a hodge-heg! 
Still determined to fulfil his mission, Max discovers the best way to cross the road - 
with the help of the lollipop lady and some careful detective work . . . 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

The Bog Baby 
Jeanne Willis 

When two small sisters go fishing to the magic pond, they find something much better 
than a frog or a newt. They find a bog baby. Small and blue with wings like a dragon, the 
girls decide to make him their secret.  But the bog baby is a wild thing, and when he 
becomes poorly, the girls decide they must tell their mum. And she tells them the greatest 
lesson: if you really love something, you have to let it go. 

 
 

 
 

 

The Mousehole Cat 
Antonia Barber 

 
This is the stunningly illustrated story of the seaside village of Mousehole Cornwall, where 
Mowzer the cat lives happily with old fisherman Tom. Their life is a happy one – until one 
terrible winter, the Great Storm-Cat comes clawing and snarling and leaping at the harbour 
walls, so that no boat can go out to sea to fish. Soon, with Christmas coming, there is no 
food left in Mousehole. It is then that Mowzer and Tom set out to brave the fury of the 
waves together, and discover that it might just need a cat’s perspective to understand – and 
tame – the ferocious ways of the Great Storm-Cat sea… 
 

 
 

 

The Snail and the Whale 
Julia Donaldson 

One little snail longs to see the world and hitches a lift on the tail of an enormous whale. 
Together they go on an amazing journey, past icebergs and volcanoes, sharks and 
penguins, and the little snail feels so small in the vastness of the world. But when disaster 
strikes and the whale is beached in a bay, it's the tiny snail's big plan that saves the day! 

 

 
 
 
 

= 

The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 
Jon Scieszka 
 

You may think you know the story of the Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Wolf - but only 
one person knows the real story. And that person is A. Wolf. His tale starts with a birthday 
cake for his dear old granny, a bad head cold and a bad reputation. The rest (as they say) is 
history. 

 
Science topic books to be added 


